Public Hearing on Expansion of the Expedited Wind Power Areas

The Governor's Task Force on Wind Power, comprised of industry representatives, false environmental NGOs (while grassroots community based organizations were denied participation) legislators, and energy industry lobbyists, examined how to assist Maine’s wind industry and reduce barriers to the expansion of this industry.  The Task Force rushed through an Emergency bill, the “Expedited Wind Energy Law,” that passed the legislature in 15 days with virtually no discussion or debate, in April 2008.  

This law places a huge part of the State within an expedited area for wind power development and allows for two agencies– Land Use Regulation Commission (LURC) and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) – to increase the expedited wind power area at the industry’s request.  Currently, LURC is faced with an application from TransCanada Corporation to increase the expedited area to include all of Sisk Mountain overlooking remote, historic, scenic, and ecologically sensitive Chain of Ponds. 

LURC is clearly not qualified to make such a decision, and, in realizing this, they are holding a public hearing to create the criteria with which they will make final decisions concerning the expansion of the Sisk Mountain expedited area and all future expansion requests that come before it.  Friends of the Boundary Mountains is asking for the public to take a stance against this undemocratic, unconstitutional law that is threatening, Maine's mountains, our local communities and our unique way of life!      

When: Wednesday; December 16th 2009 beginning with a panel of the Governors Task Force participants at 9am followed by public comment beginning at 11: 30 and continuing into the afternoon, with a break for lunch from 12:30-1:30.

Where: Senators Inn; 284 Western Ave, Augusta

Who: Any and all who are concerned about our mountains and our energy supply!

What: LURC will be taking testimony on the expansion of the expedited areas for wind power development.

Public Hearing Talking Points:

*Expansion of the Expedited areas to include ecologically sensitive regions goes against the framework proposed by the “Expedited Wind Power Law”. This law advises LURC to, ”not compromise the principal values and the goals identified in Maine’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) in their decision-making regarding expansion of expedited areas”. 

*The CLUP recognizes the significant impacts of industrial wind power: 

*Visual impacts– Turbines and power lines sited on mountaintops and ridgelines have the potential to be visible from long distances away. 

*Soils impacts– Many soils in mountainous areas are extremely sensitive to disturbance. Construction of access roads on steep slopes is probably the biggest potential threat. 

*Wildlife impacts– Birds flying into turbine blades is a major concern. 

*Technical feasibility– Large-scale windpower generation is an untested technology in harsh climates such as Maine's. “

*Expansion of the Expedited areas by LURC is unconstitutional!

It is an improper delegation of responsibilities for the legislative branch to give 

law making power (deciding on expedited areas) to the unelected bureaucrats at LURC.

*It is undemocratic for LURC to expand any expedited areas until there is proper public dialogue and discourse regarding the value and necessity of the “Expedited Wind Energy Law”, and it's power to determine the fate of 2/3 of the State.  The “Expedited Wind Energy Law” was rushed through the legislature in 15 days with no public dialogue. 

*Let's not ruin our state, and its fragile ecosystems by rushing into what LURC considers an, “untested technology”! LURC's CLUP states, “Large-scale windpower generation is an untested technology in harsh climates such as Maine's.” 

***We encourage everyone to testify in person at the public hearing; however, if you are unable to attend please submit written testimony to LURC via email at lurc@maine.gov (include in subject line “TransCanada”) for consideration by the Commission.  ***

Contact meg.gilmartin4@gmail.com if you are able to testify or for more information

Friends of the Boundary Mountains boundarymts.org

