I, NAME, a RESIDENT/PROPERTY OWNER/ of the State of Maine, hereby request a public hearing on TransCanada Maine Wind Development's so-called “Kibby Expansion Project” and provide an opportunity for the general public to offer our views and concerns about this proposal for Sisk Mountain in Chain of Ponds and Kibby Townships, as well as all other industrial wind development proposals. Industrial wind power continues to be controversial in Maine. Wind power has an extremely large and unknown impact on surrounding natural areas and local communities. The Sisk Mountain area presents additional concerns, as was witnessed by the LURC commissioners at the December 16th public hearing regarding the expansion of the expedited areas to include Sisk Mountain. At this hearing, the vast majority of the public testimony reflected grave concerns regarding wind development on Sisk Mountain.

The extreme public concern surrounding the development of Sisk Mountain for wind power is rooted in the area's outstanding scenic value, wide range of recreational opportunities and sensitive, pristine habitat. There are four scenic resource of state or national significance located within three miles of the project including the Arnold Trail (National Register of Historic Places), Chain of Ponds (Great Ponds), Kibby Stream (Scenic River) and the Natanis Pond Overlook (Scenic Road Turnout. In addition to scenic value and recreational opportunities this area is prized for its ecological significance home to historic Golden eagle nesting grounds (protected under the Federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act) and listed within critical habitat for the Canada Lynx (protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act). The TransCanada application fails to adequately address these concerns.

As demonstrated by the continued calls for additional hearings regarding the Kibby Expansion Project, all industrial wind development in the state continues to generate controversy. LURC is mandated to issue public hearings based upon demonstrated public interest and additional information not addressed within the application, both of which exist in the case of Sisk Mountain.

Similar concerns present themselves in nearly every industrial wind project. We urge LURC to require a public hearing process for every wind power proposal planned in areas under LURC's jurisdiction

Respectfully,

NAME

